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Letters to the editor

i

Riding Mowers and Big Cars
The article "Seven Proposals for Sharing . . ." by Mr. K.
Brubaker which appeared in the Oct. 25 issue is good. However,
proposal No. 4 could be (and should) taken one step further. We
should really be attempting to save energy by the ways mentioned, but really, how mucn gasoline does one save in one year
with a push rotary mower over a riding mower? Rather, what
about the big fat autos many of us Christians are guilty of
driving? Let's consider the savings of a smaller and more
economical one over the big one, then in 10,000 miles we will
have saved 181 gallons of gasoline. Multiply that savings times
the thousands of Christians across the U. S. and Canada and see
what the results would be. Not only will that help that Indian
farmer to run his irrigation pump properly but also conserve the
precious fossil fuels God has given to us.
Amos M. Hoover
Oshawa, Ontario
(Bridlewood congregation)
10% Is Wasted
We have been hearing a lot lately about the world hunger
problem. At General Conference at NCC it was proposed that we
cut back 10% on our food consumption. It seemed to some of us
that this was to affect all of us alike, whether we were average
weight, underweight or overweight. This would be an interesting
aneje to discuss.
But I really want to point out one phase that has been
noticeably absent. That is the subject of waste. Just a few days
ago I heard on the news that a thorough study had been made in a
large western city. They found that at least 9% of the food bought
was wasted — thrown in the garbage! I had read earlier that it
was estimated that Americans waste at least 10% of the good,
edible food that they purchase.
We may be prone to think that this doesn't apply to Brethren
in Christ people. But did you look around in the dining hall at
Conference? When so much emphasis was being placed on the
hunger in the world surely no one would waste good food, would
they? But they did! It really hurt me to see the adult, responsible
people who wasted a lot of good food. Will we not be held
responsible for not being good stewards of that which God has
given us? I would like to propose that if we would eliminate waste
we would have an extra 10% to give to the hungry — the 10% that
at present isn't doing any one any good!
Mrs. Harold Zercher
Waynesboro, Pa.

do something to the rent and the food. It must do something inside a man.
So when the father told Stan Mooneyham, "When my
children cry because they are hungry then it is very hard to
be a father," I reflect that I too am a father and am torn by

to page three

Contents

Letters to the Editor
Editorial
Inasmuch
Give Now, Share Later
In Praise of Advent
Then What Is Forgiveness?
David Augsburger
Faces of Hunger
Stanley Mooneyham
Church News
Religious News
Building the Church
She Is Teaching the Church to Tithe
ReflectionsE. onMorris
a Sabbatical
Sider

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
11

The Home's Threefold Duty
Esther D. Snyder
More Board-Lines
Church News

13
14

Evangelical
Volume LXXXVII

12

Visitor
Number 23

Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana.
Editor: John E. Zercher
Editorial Council:
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E. Morris
Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler

From the Editor
I have found it necessary at times in my life to ask forgiveness. For me it has never been easy to do.
But I have been impressed that Jesus and the Apostles
had more to say about the need to forgive than they did
about the need to seek it. I can only conclude that it is
more difficult, if not more crucial, to forgive than to ask to
be forgiven. David Augsburger in his interesting and
perceptive manner has some things to say on the subject in
this issue.
I have never been unemployed. I do not know what it is
to leave my home in the morning and go from office to
office, store to store, or factory to factory only to be told
that no help is needed. But I have tried to imagine what it
would be like to have looked for work all day and to return
home in the evening and to tell a waiting and hopeful wife
and children, who have eagerly rushed to the door to meet
me, that I had failed again to find a job. Not only does this
2
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Editorial

Inasmuch

In Praise of Advent
T H E S E A S O N of Advent is with us. It is a glad season.
It is a season of hope. It is a season of a promise kept and a
hope realized.
The hope long promised to Israel was fulfilled beyond
their understanding. He whom they looked for as their
king was the world's Savior. He who was of Davidic
lineage was also of divine descent.
Advent means that God is with us. With us in our joys
and sorrows, in our failures and our successes, in the high
moments and the commonplace. He is the companion of
the journey and the host at the final inn. In the crowd and
in the solitude He is there.
We know He is there because of His name and His
promise: Emmanuel — "God with us" — is His name. He
became one of us, experiencing our pilgrimage. He
promised to be with us even unto the end.
Advent means that God is with us to save us. The nature
of man gives no basis for hope but man's destiny is to be a
child of God. And that is why He came. He became as we
are that we may become as He is. He was poor that we
may be rich. He partook of our humanity that we may
partake of deity.
He saves us from the penalty of sins committed and
from the power of sin inherited. He turns rebels into
followers. He transforms the proud into servants. He
promises the earth to the meek and the kingdom to the
poor in spirit.
Not only is He with us but He is in us — transforming
us into His likeness that His glory may shine through us.
He is with us to save us, and He saves us to make us as
H e is. He is not only our Savior but is our master. He is
the teacher; we are the disciples. He seeks to restore in us
the lost image of God.
We are to be peacemakers in a world of violence and
war. We are to be loving where there is hatred; caring
where there is heartbreak; hopeful where there is despair;
accepting where there is rejection; healing where there is
hurt; restoration where failure.
God has come in Christ. Christ now comes in us, asking
us to proclaim the acceptable year, His offer of pardon,
and His word of reconciliation.
How dark the hour and tense the moment in which we
live! Men are in bondage and need to be redeemed. They
are lost and need to be saved. They are guilty and need
pardon. They are in chains of hatred and passion and
selfishness and need to be freed.
Advent says that, in Christ, God has provided all that
man needs.
"Joy to the world, the Lord is come"
Z
FROM THE EDITOR
from page two

those words of another father separated by miles but close
in the common bond of fatherhood.
The photo on page three speaks of hunger and the photo
on page sixteen suggests the hatred existing in the Middle
East. Both are reminders that this world is in tragic need of
the words and deed of the Advent season.
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World Vision photo

Give Now, Share Later
I t IS traditional and practical for each of us at year's end
to review our giving for the past year in order to determine
if we have given in accordance with our ability and God's
blessing. For most of us there are obvious needs which will
receive the additional monies we may be able to give.
There are individuals and businesses which find it
appropriate to increase their gifts at year's end but who
may not be prepared to determine the distribution of these
gifts.
To this kind of situation the Jacob Engle Foundation
offers assistance. The Jacob Engle Foundation is
authorized to receive gifts and for these gifts tax credit can
be taken. These gifts can be given prior to December 31.
Tax credit can be taken within the year.
During subsequent months these gifts can be distributed
to agencies and institutions (which qualify for charitable
gifts) at the direction and discretion of the original donor.
For more information write to
Jacob Engle Foundation
P.O. Box 166
Nappanee, Indiana 46550
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Then What Is Forgiveness?
David A ugsburger
"Will I forgive you? Why, of
course! I've already forgiven you. Forget it, it didn't matter!"
The man had come to me with a
serious apology. And what did I say to
him? "It didn't bother me. I couldn't
have cared less about what happened
back there."
What did I mean by that? Was I
trying to tell him his actions and
insults couldn't hurt Me? I mean, who
did he think he was. Of course I
forgave him.
And I felt quite good about it —
until my conscience put on a
demonstration shouting, "Unfair,
hypocrite."
"Whaddaya mean?" I protested. "I
forgave the guy, didn't I?"
"Uh-uh," my conscience said. "You
just said you did. You only winked at
it. You don't know the first thing
about forgiveness. Not yet."
"Now wait a minute. When have I
refused to forgive anybody?"
"Oh, you haven't refused; you just
avoided it. This time you pretended it
didn't matter, but that's not what I
overheard you tell your wife. And did
you forgive that woman last week?
You're still brooding over a measly
little criticism. And last month—"
"OK, OK, I give in — but if that
wasn't forgiving, what is forgiveness?"
"Well," my conscience answered,
"it certainly is not tolerance; it's not
make-believe; it's not your little game
of winking at hurts. It's something
much, much deeper."
Losing that argument with my conscience forced me to face one of the
most important questions in life. What
is forgiveness? Does it involve only the
little things that are easily forgotten or
only the big ones that bruise and ache?
In the years since, God has taught
me some hard lessons. The first: Forgiveness is
Rare

There is no forgiveness in the cheap
little game of looking the other way
when a wrong is done. Forgiveness
never just overlooks or winks at sin. It
From the author's book. The Freedom of
Forgiveness. Copyright Moody Press. 1970.
Used by permission.
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does not make light of a wrong. It is
no bit of pious pretending that evil is
not really evil. Forgiveness is not mere
politeness, tact or diplomacy!
Nor is it just forgetting. Oh, you
will forget when you truly forgive. But
to insist that forgetting comes first is
to make passing the final exam the
entrance requirement for the course.
How often you've been told to "forget
and forgive." And then kicked yourself because you couldn't The more
you tried to forget, the better your
memory!
Just as the man with insomnia,
attempting to stop the mad race of his
mind, finds that the more he tries to
silence his thoughts, the swifter they
fly.
So the person who struggles blindly
to forget only sears the thought more
deeply into his memory.
Forgetting is the result of complete
forgiveness; it is never the means. It is
the final step, not the first.
Never say "Forget it; it's nothing!"
To avoid or to overlook evil is
basically dishonest. Most people seem
to prefer dishonesty on such matters,
though, so no wonder forgiveness is
rare!
Forgiveness is rare because it is
Hard

Our ideas of justice pull the other
way. "He has wronged me. Let him
pay," we say.
When a betrayed trust or a fractured friendship stings us, we want to
hold the grudge close, to rush to our
own rescue, to defend ourselves to the
last word, and to pin the blame where
it is due!
But forgiveness denies the self that
demands its "rights." It repudiates
open revenge. It refuses even tne polite
little schemes we often use to get the
other guy "back."
Instead, it chooses to hurt, to suffer,
and that is one of the hardest voluntary choices a man can make — to
accept undeserved suffering. Suffering
he could have avoided, suffering that
rightfully belongs to the man who's
wronged him.
Forgiveness is hard because it is
Costly
The man who forgives pays a
tremendous price — the price of the
evil he forgives!

If the state pardons a criminal,
society bears the burden of the
criminal's deed.
If I break a priceless heirloom that
you treasure and you forgive me, you
bear the loss and I go free.
Suppose I ruin your reputation. To
forgive me, you must freely accept the
consequences of my sin and let me go
free!
In forgiveness, you bear your own
anger and wrath at the sin of another,
voluntarily accepting responsibility for
the hurt he has inflicted on you.
Myron Augsburger stated,
To forgive is costly. To forgive . . . is to carry
one's own wrath on the sin of another; the guilty
one is released, the offended one frees him, by
bearing his own indignation and resolving it in
love. God forgives by carrying His own wrath on
the sin we've expressed against him. . . . He
absorbs our guilt and makes us free. Forgiveness goes through the sin to freedom.

Forgiveness is costly because it is
Substitutional

"All forgiveness, human and divine,
is in the very nature of the case
vicarious, substitutional," writes
James Buswell, Jr., "and this is one of
the most valuable views my mind has
ever entertained. No one ever really
forgives another, except he bears the
penalty of the other's sin against him."
This substitution was perfectly expressed in Jesus Christ.
Jesus Christ substituted Himself for
us, bearing His own wrath, His own
indignation at our sin. That's what
forgiveness costs!
God couldn't just wink at our sin
and overlook it. That would be our old
human attitude of "I-couldn't-careless-because-it-doesn't-really-matter."
Matter? Hurt?
Yes, sin hurts!
God took the total insult of our sin
so seriously that He went all the way
to Calvary to die.
The cross shows how hard it was for
God to forgive.
Hear Dorothy Sayers describe it.
Hard it is, very hard.
To travel up the slow and stony road
To Calvary, to redeem mankind; far better
To make but one resplendent miracle,
Lean through the cloud, lift the right hand of
power
to page seven
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"When my children cry because they are hungry,
then it is very hard to be a father."

The Faces of Hunger
Stanley Mooneyham

I S P E A K on behalf of the millions in
our world who have eaten as their only
meal today the same two ounces of
millet grain and small potato which
w a s p l a c e d b e f o r e you at this
"luncheon."
I have spent nearly six months of
this year in their world. I have walked
in their villages. I have held their
children. I have agonized with them in
their frustration. And, I confess unashamedly, I have wept with them in
their death and despair.
These are the people of the "fourth
w o r l d , " a w o r l d identified by
Economist Barbara Ward as "the one
that is about to fall off the edge of the
global economy," but described even
more graphically by the Bengali poet,
Rabindrinath Tagore, as "eternal
tenants, doomed to live in an extortionate world, having nothing of their
own."
They number a billion persons —
they make up some 40 nations — and
they are trying to exist on 27 cents a
day per person.
Last Friday I returned to our world,
but my heart is still with them. Today
I want to try to speak for those who
cannot speak for themselves. I want to
try to emotionalize their experience
for you, not by cheap manipulation,
but simply by telling you their stories
as they nave told them to me. Hunger
and starvation are, after all, not only
physiological experiences. They are
terribly and deeply emotional.
One of the dangers in trying to
communicate the staggering problem
of famine and hunger is that our litany
of facts somehow implies that all these
needs exist in a world inhabited only
by numbers and statistics. We hear
that from one-third to one-half of the
world goes to bed terribly hungry
every night. W e are told that some
10,000 people die every day from
This is an abridgement of an address by Dr.
Mooneyham, President of World Vision. World
Vision is placing its resources behind an effort to
mobilize the resources and the compassion of
the Christian church in a fight against starvation. The abbreviation for the effort is FAST —
"Fight Against Starvation Today."
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starvation and diseases related to
malnutrition.
But hunger is more than cold facts
and awesome statistics. Every number
is a person — a fellow human being.
Hunger has a face, I know. I have
looked into it.
It is the face of a little boy in a
refugee camp on the outskirts of
Phnom Penh. He may have been 12
years old, but he looked more like six.
It wasn't really a gaunt face such as
many I have seen which cause small
bodies to look incongruously old.
Instead this face was full, almost
cherubic. I thought our doctor had
made a mistake to put him in the
special feeding line. Then I saw his
struggled breathing. Every breath was
a gigantic effort, not an automatic
reflex, and it seemed that taking it
required all the strength he had.
The doctor pointed out the swollen
stomach, the puffy face, the scaly skin
at ankles and wrists and explained
these were the textbook symptoms of
protein deficiency known as kwashiokor. This lad was so far gone that his
body was feeding on the protein left in
his blood. When this was exhausted,
he would die. He was so close to being
just another statistic, but the vitamins
and protein powder which fortified his
bowls of gruel would restore him. The
treatment was so simple, but the alternative so final.
Hunger is an Ethopian face — a 50year-old farmer named Kallello. It is
conservatively estimated that 100,000
of his people starved to death last
year. Kallello wasn't among them, but
he had to sell his two oxen to buy food
to keep his wife and six children alive.
Without oxen, he cannot plow his
fields or plant his crops, and now his
food is gone. Just a few days ago as we
sat together outside his little stick and
mud shack ten miles from the nearest
road, Kallello dropped his head into
his hands and told me, "When my
children cry because they are hungry,
then it is very hard to be a father."
Hunger is also a Bengali face, a
little mother named Jobeda whom I

found a short time ago in the shade of
a tattered lean-to in a refugee camp in
Dacca. A small, withered form lying
close beside her whimpered and
stirred. Instinctively, she reached
down to brush away the flies. Her
hand carefully wiped the fevered face
of her child. At six years of age, acute
malnutrition had crippled his legs, left
him dumb, and robbed him of his
hearing. All that was left was the
shallow, labored breathing of life itself — that, too, would soon be gone.
But death is no stranger to Jobeda.
She has seen starvation take away her
husband and five of her seven children.
And now, with her sixth child near
death, there was still no anger, no
bitterness. As long as I live, I will
never forget her calm resignation as
she said to me, "Look at tne parents
who have no children at all. I, at least,
have two of mine. How can I be
bitter?"
I think I would have felt better if she
had screamed out against the inequity
and injustice of her sad life. Somehow
I thought the pain of listening to her
cries might have helped expiate my
own feelings of guilt. But I have seen a
universal phenomenon that haunts me
day and night, and it is this: the
hungry and starving go to their graves
in eerie silence. With no strength left
for living, they cannot utter even a
feeble protest over life's injustice,
much less mount a revolution. They
can only die.
But I am equally distressed by an
even larger number of people who are
doomed to a fate worse than death.
They are the millions of children who
because of chronic protein deficiency
are suffering irreversible brain damage
that consigns them forever to the cruel
twilight world of mental cripples. For
them death might be a blessing, for
they will never know a life.
I can still see the pert, smiling face
of six-year-old Maria as she bounces
around the playground of a Methodist
school and nutrition center in Rio a
few days ago. She looked normal in
every way, but the director told me

to page six

5

THE FACES OF HUNGER

an act of thanksgiving

from page five

that Maria, a child of Brazil's poor
and wretched favelas, was unable to
learn because as an infant her malnourished body could not produce a
healthy brain. Not all the money and
good wishes in the world can change
ner sad and subnormal destiny.
Who speaks for these hungry,
powerless victims of human indifference and greed? Who pleads their case
to an overfed, affluent world that
seems more concerned with gross
national product, megatons and horsepower than it does with human beings?
There are a few who speak. I must
add my voice to theirs. But these
voices must be joined by others until
there is a mighty chorus of concern
shouting in the ears of an indifferent
world. "Of all the precious things in
the world, human life is the most
precious."
I know the answer to the world
hunger crisis is no simple one. It
involves a complex series of problems
that include education, technology,
politics, population control, ecology
and economics.
Let Professor Jean Mayer, writing
in the current issue of Foreign Affairs
reduce the complexity of the problem
to its simplest human terms. I quote:
"Let us hope that we have at least
reached the stage where famine,
wherever it takes place, however it has
arisen, is seen as the enemy of
mankind. For us to feel that way, and
to act effectively, we need to educate
ourselves in compassion as well as in
technology."
Compassion is the key word —
compassion that leads to commitment. In my eight weeks of talking
with heads of state and simple
farmers, I have become convinced that
the question to answer is not, "Can the
world be fed?" but "Do we have the
commitment to save every life possible
that is threatened with hunger and
starvation?" If this generation answers
in the negative, it will stand under the
deserved judgment of history and of
God.
But if we answer affirmatively, I
believe the compassion of millions of
Americans, joined with that of people
from every other nation who value the
sacredness of human life, can change
the face of a hungry world.
We have the essential tools. We
have people. We have resources. We
have technology. What we need is
commitment — a commitment that
with God's help we will let no man, no
woman, no child die who might be
saved by a single act of compassionate sharing.
6

Hunger is a shrunken infant, the grief of parents, a person gone blind for
lack of vitamin A. It is a way of life for increasing millions of our brothers
and sisters around the world.
Food and energy prices hurt each of us. But while we tighten our belts,
others starve. And still more are driven to apathy, despair, and premature
death by some ordinary disease that weakened bodies cannot resist.
What can we offer? Charity, yes. But far more important: justice.
The World Food Conference has called for (1) a world food reserve
program, and (2) far-reaching measures to enable people in the poorest
countries increase their food production and work their way out of hunger
and poverty.
1. Write President Ford
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
2. Write your representatives in Congress
c/o House (or Senate) Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20515 (20510)
Urge them to back more extensive U. S. support for the above
proposals. Do so as an act of thanksgiving to God, who has given us the
Bread of Life in Christ our Lord.
This statement has been prepared by "Bread for the World," a Christian citizens' movement.
The director of the organization is Arthur Simon, a member of the Lutheran Church, Missouri
Synod.

Church News
MESSIAH COLLEGE
Revival Sponsored by Students
The college administration usually sponsors all Spiritual Life Emphasis meetings
at Messiah College. However, during the
week of November 17-24 a student
organization, Gospel Team, took the initiative with a FESTIVAL OF PRAISE.
The festival opened on Sunday night, the
17th, with the Cam Floria musical, "It's
Getting Late," directed by Ron Long. On
Monday through Saturday evenings,
speakers and singers included Erskine
Holt, Ted Hayes, Jimmy DiRaddo, Ruth
Dourte, Malcolm Smith, John Poole,
Merle Maupin, Merlin Carothers, and
Dave Boyer.
The speakers and singers shared in
college chapels, classes, and seminars
throughout the week and participated in all
day sessions on Saturday. The week of
spiritual renewal concluded on Sunday
evening with a Fellowship and Communion Service.

CONFERENCES

Allegheny

The Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ
Church celebrated the 80th Anniversary of
the original church building by laying the

cornerstone for a new church building on
October 13, 1974.
A copper box was placed in back of the
cornerstone containing a copy of the
Visitor of May 25, 1974, which has a
picture of the ground breaking for the new
church; a history of the church; some
pictures; and a Bible which belonged to
one of the early ministers of the church,
Elder Henry O. Wenger.
Pictured, left to right, are Ben Weaver,
head mason; Asa Burkholder, chairman of
the building committee; and Mark Alleman, builder.
The Diilsburg congregation broke all attendance records on Sunday, Oct. 20,
when 311 persons were present. The pastor
is Rev. George Kimber.
The Holiowell congregation held its annual missionary conference on Sept. 28
and 29. Rev. and Mrs. John Graybill and
Dr. and Mrs. J. Myron Stern were the
guest speakers. Rev. Kenneth L. Engle is
the pastor.
The New Guilford congregation held a
soup supper on Friday evening, Oct. 11, in
the church fellowship hall. The supper was
to call attention to the program the church
to page fourteen
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Religious News
Churches in Western Canada Urge
Government Action on Food Crisis
Western Canada's major Christian
churches said that in the world food crisis,
Canada has an awesome responsibility
before God and suffering humanity
because it is a major grain exporter.
This concern emerged from a two-day
meeting of the Western Ecumenical Consultation, according to the Rev. Donald
Sjoberg of Edmonton, president of the
Western Canada Synod of the Lutheran
Church.
Seoul Theological Seminary Campus
Dedicated As Asia's Largest
The new million-dollar campus of Seoul
Theological Seminary affiliated with OMS
International, has been dedicated with
2,000 spectators from many countries participating in the service.
A $ift of more than $400,000 from
American businessman-philanthropist
Stanley S. Kresge played a major role in
bringing the dream to a realization. Mr.
Kresge was one of more than 100 visitors
from four Western nations on hand for the
event.
Focal point of the 30-acre campus is
Kresge Administration building, a tri-level
structure of glass and steel, and the largest
theological seminary facility in Asia. It
houses the library, administrative offices,
nine classrooms, a prayer chapel, and conference and seminar rooms.
Justice Blackmun Asks
Return to Basic Ethics
Supreme Court Justice Harry A. Blackmun, a United Methodist layman, has
called for a return to basic moral and
ethical principles in the nation and particularly in the legal profession.
Blackmun's remarks were delivered as
the first Robert Tyre Jones Jr. Memorial
Lecture at the Emory University School of
Law, Atlanta. Jones is better known to
sports fans as the immortal Bobby Jones,
who won 13 major golf tournaments to
establish himself as one of the game's alltime greats.
Citing Watergate-related scandals in the
nation's life, Blackmun compared the
times to those during the ministry of Nehemiah, the prophet, when the city of
Jerusalem fell into ruin. He suggested that
the nation is "in the midst of a wave of
moral and ethical confusion. The balance
has been missing. The compass has been
askew. It seems that the old value guideposts are no longer there, or at least are no
longer looked to and relied upon," he declared.
Blackmun blamed situation ethics and
the so-called "new morality" for the
current state of affairs. " W e have
rationalized and compromised and made
excuses," he said.
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Dr. Billy A. Melvin Named
Executive Director of NAE
Dr. Billy A. Melvin, 44, who has been
executive director of the National Association of Evangelicals for seven years, will
succeed Dr. Clyde W. Taylor as head of
the organization Jan. 1.
His post will be combined with Dr.
Taylor's office of general director to create
an over-all position of executive director.
In that post. Dr. Melvin will have administrative responsibility for NAE's national operation in Wheaton and its Office
of Public Affairs in Washington, D. C.
New Survey Reveals Americans
"Still Ache to Believe"
Forty thousand replies to a Psychology
Today religion questionnaire reveal that
Americans "still ache to believe . . . there is
something beyond our personal and collective reach."
Editors were surprised both at the
number of responses and at the pervasive
religious sentiment among readers of the
secular journal.
Analysis of the replies, however, indicates that "the content of faith" for
many persons has shifted from formal
religion to new expressions, such as personal mystery. Traditional churches are
viewed with growing "skepticism or disinterest," according to the survey report in
the November issue of the monthly
periodical.
"Meatless Wednesdays" Urged
As Means to Fight Famine
Episcopal Bishop Paul Moore Jr. of the
New York diocese has called on
Episcopalians to observe "meatless
Wednesdays" at home to fight famine
abroad.
"If each of our diocesan families eats
but one pound less of meat each week, we
will consume one million fewer pounds of
meat in a year," said Bishop Moore in a
pastoral letter to the more than 88,000
communicants in 200 churches of the 10county diocese.
"And because meat comes from animals
fattened on grain, we could release as
much as 10 million pounds of grain that
might be shipped abroad."
No Threat to Tax
Deductions Seen
Fears that Congress will cut off income
tax deductions for gifts to churches, mission and Bible colleges persist, even though
the rumors are groundless.
"This is a strange phenomenon that is a
little difficult to understand," W. Barry
Garrett, information services director for
the Baptist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs, told EP News Service. "Just who
is behind this sustained effort to scare the
churches, in spite of all the efforts of
Congressmen, our office and others to
convey the facts in this situation, has been
impossible to trace. Why this 'scare' continues is beyond me."
No, Congress is not about to remove the
tax deductibility of contributions to
churches, schools and other public
charities, the Baptist Committee reported.
And no, Congress is not about to discon-

tinue the provision for the tax-free housing
allowance for ministers.
In the words of a highly placed member
of the staff of the House Committee on
Ways and Means, such proposals in this
Congress "are dead, cold and buried."
Religious Book, Bible Market
Flourishing
Forty-two percent of American families
bought Bibles or other religious books in
the past year, according to National Family Opinion, Inc., a research agency which
has sampled 15,958 families.
The U. S. census data puts the total
number of families at about 52 million, AP
Religion Writer George Cornell notes,
therefore 21 million of them in the last 12
months bought at least one religious book.
Eighty percent of the families own at
least one Bible, Cornell writes in his
analysis, while 20 percent of them have
none in the home. Flowever, 95 percent of
the families were aware of one or more of
the 10 major current versions of the Bible.
The largest proportion of families — 68
percent — own copies of the 350-year-old
King James Version, while the next most
widely owned version, the 30-year-old
Revised Standard Version, was in 32 percent of the homes.
The third-placed version, now in 23
percent of the family homes, was the threeyear-old Living Bible — a volume which
has been the biggest seller of all in the past
three years — a total of 15 million copies
of that paraphrase.
FORGIVENESS
from page four
And with a sudden lightning smite the world
perfect.
Yet this was not God's way, Who had the
power,
But set it by, choosing the cross, the thorn,
The sorrowful wounds. Something there is,
perhaps,
That power destroys in passing, something
supreme,
To whose great value in the eyes of God
That cross, that thorn, and those five wounds
bear witness.

Why all this talk about God on a
cross? Because God chose the cross as
the only right way to right the wrongs
of our world and our sin-loving selves.
To make forgiveness!
How was true forgiveness made?
What did the cross do? What is its
meaning? The Christ of the cross is
our great example. Christ suffered for
you, leaving you an example, that you
should follow His steps, wrote the
apostle Peter (I Peter 2:21).
Of course we need far more than an
example to live by. Just admiring
beauty will not improve one's looks;
just respecting an example of goodness
will not improve our character. We
need help that can set us free from
ourselves and our sin in order to be
like Him.
We need forgiveness.
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"Building the Church" was the
theme of the First Annual General
Conference held in Rhodesia, August
28 to Sept. 1, at Mtshabezi. (Prior
General Conferences combined both
Rhodesia and Zambia.) Conference
notes on the theme are reported by
Mrs. Don Potteiger:

Mrs. Isaac Mpofu gives a glowing report of the
World Congress on Evangelism at Lausanne,
Switzerland.

The church is a group of believers
who meet together to worship the
Lord and for Christian fellowship.
They have a belief that binds them
together and their foundation is the
Rock, Jesus Christ. The church should
promote human dignity, peace, love,
and unity.
Building the church needs to be
based on the Bible. It needs to stand
on God's plan and depend on the Holy

One of the four food serving lines at Conference.
On Friday noon, 1,200 were served.
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Spirit. The growing church must plan,
pray, give, live for it, and be willing
to die for it. Anything else is disobedience. The growing church stands
in sharp opposition to the world and
causes Satan to become curious. Jesus
said we are in the world but we are not
to be a part of it. Many times these
oppositions and hindrances are within
the church. The old men with dreams
and the young men with vision need to
work together. The church needs to
profit from the old men's experiences
and have the young men's excitement
of the future.
Without prayer we cannot build a
strong church. How often do we pray
that the church will grow? Nehemiah
and his people built the walls of
Jerusalem because they prayed instead of complaining and blaming
other people. They did not become discouraged. They examined themselves
and confessed their own faults to God.
We as a church need to do the same.
God says, "Pray and I will answer."
Sometimes His answer is "Yes," or

Youth attending conference is a growing part of their
church activity. During business sessions they had their
own meetings under the guidance of the Youth Committee. They always enjoy giving their programme to
the conference body on Saturday afternoon. This
programme includes the Bible Quizzes, which were not
highly competitive this year.
The singing was especially good. As many as three
special songs per session were necessary in order to
get all the special numbers on the programme. Besides
this were the scheduled times of singing choruses.
The business sessions were all in Ndebele. The
missionaries enjoyed it also because of the faithful
interpreter, Mr. Jacob D. Moyo.
The interest manifested in this first annual General
Conference in Rhodesia may have been because this is
the first time that it was really "their" conference.
Pastors, deacons and church committee members
were delegates for the first time this year.
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(left) The Conference staff: Bishop Kumalo,
chairman; J. R. Shenk, secretary; L. Kumalo,
assistant secretary; Rev. M. Sibanda, assistant
chairman. Not pictured: M. Ngwenya and J. T.
Ndlovu, reading clerks.

Church
Conference
"No," or "Wait awhile." We are
guilty if we don't pray.
To build the church, there must be a
strong congregation. The pastor needs
to be faithful in his work and not get
tired or discouraged. A price must be
paid and hard work must be done. The
pastor must be filled with the Holy
Spirit. He needs to communicate the
Christian life. He needs to be free
from immorality and free from financial debts. He needs to spend much
time in prayer and love his people.
The congregation needs to support
their pastor through prayer instead of
criticizing. They need to show their
support by gifts, and also through
sharing the work by visiting and
witnessing. Colour of skin should be
no hindrance to our witnessing. All
people need to feel welcome in the
congregation and feel it is necessary
for them to be present. The congregation should set goals for themselves. It is not a call to privilege but
to service. The growing church needs
the family and the youth.
Rev. Roy Mann, the oldest missionary present,
and Rev. Manhlenhle Kumalo, one of the oldest
Rhodesian church leaders.
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The church cannot be strong or
grow unless it gives. We are thieves if
we fail to give of our material means.
We need to give because we love the
Lord and want a blessing from Him.
The 10% is required and what is given
over that is an offering.
Some of the hindrances to church
growth are:
1. Something between the pastor
and God,
2. Gossiping about the church,
3. Failure to use the youth,
4. Failure to encourage and nurture
the newly-saved person,
5. Segregating ourselves from the
unbeliever,
6. Lack of love,
7. Lack of consistent living.
The Sunday morning communion service, with ail
the African and missionary ordained men on the
platform. 774 people took communion.

F'

The Lord has again called
Bishop and Mrs. P. M. Kumalo to
lead the church for another five
years. It was very interesting to
watch the business sessions under
the new church organization. The
majority of the delegates were
learners. They listened very attentively to each instruction given by
the chairman and secretary. They
asked questions about what they
did not understand. Here we could
sense the fatherly spirit of the
Bishop. He explained some points
quite a few times before the conference body followed.
The church and the principals of
the schools had a great concern
about the moral life of the students.
The need for science teachers and
doctors was another great concern
of the church.

—Mrs. Neddie Dlodlo
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She Is Teaching the Church to Tithe
S O M E TIME AGO, during the
District Council in the Gwaai, there
was a topic to be discussed, "Give to
the Lord what is the Lord's." The plan
was for it to be discussed by one of the
missionaries. A week before the Council meeting, the missionary concerned
called to say that she couldn't come
for strong reasons. We were at sea; we
did not know how to handle the situation. But God revealed something
great to us. My husband and I started
going over the church records to see
which congregations were giving
gracefully to the Lord. We were
hoping that through this way God
might lead us to tne right person to
discuss the topic. The Lord did it!
Among the congregations we found
a very small congregation with only
two full members. The rest were new
converts. The two members there were
the pastor and his wife. The offering
records of that congregation clearly
showed us that our problem was
solved. The pastor and his wife were
Mrs. and Mrs. Enos Moyo. My husband went to their home and asked
them if they would take up the task.
They talked it over and finally decided
that Mrs. Moyo would take the topic.
She said, "With God's help, I will do
it. Pray for me." When the District
Council came, the way in which she
handled the topic was as if she had
months to prepare. The wisdom that
she used was not of man but came
from above.
For her introduction she had
collected working tools — an axe, a
grass cutter, a broom, fibres, wool and
other things. She asked the congregation if they believed that if she had
these tools, then she had something to
give to the Lord. Several people
responded, pointing out that if the
women have fibres, they could make
baskets and mats to sell and then have
money to give a tenth to the Lord.
Men could use an axe to get wood to
carve porridge beaters or make a fence
around someone's field and do the
same with the money earned.
To bring across the point that every
Christian can give the tithe, she had
brought eggs, baskets, brooms, fruit,
grain, nuts and money. She pointed
out that all of us have at least one of
these things and could give a tithe of
what the Lord has given. To prove her
points she gave, she referred to several
portions of Scripture.
The results of this great sermon
were seen after it was delivered. The
District Overseer gave the congrega10

tion time to do as the Lord was speaking to them. Within a few seconds two
baskets were full of dollar notes and
coins. Pledges of money, chickens,
grain, nuts and a goat were made and
brought soon after the meetings.
Mrs. Moyo has had other chances
to talk to the leaders of the church
about tithing. These talks have really
helped the church in the Gwaai to have
a good attitude about giving. The
church's attitude has changed. The
talks about giving have changed, and
the way of giving has changed.
After the council we said that it was
the Lord's plan that one of our own
people challenge us about tithing.
Many times our fellow missionaries
give real constructive sermons, but our
people begin to say afterwards, "Yes,
they speak like this because they are so

and so, there is much money where
they come from, so they can give much
to the Lord."
It was quite different when one of
our own people challenged us with the
Word of God about tithing. A few
months ago an elderly lady came with
a basket of tomatoes as her tithe.
Chickens come at different times.
These are sold and the money is put
into the church treasury.
This Mrs. Moyo is Sibongile Sibanda, the second daughter of our Overseer, Rev. and Mrs. Mangisi Sibanda.
In the Gwaai she is now called
"Umama wokwe Tshumi" which
means "The Woman of the Tithe."
We thank God for her service and
exemplary life.
—Mrs. Jonathan (Neddie) Dlodlo
Gwaai District, Rhodesia

BOARD FOR MISSIONS
GENERAL FUND STATEMENT
Quarter Ended September 30,1974
Canadian balance, April 1,1974
USA balance, July 1,1974
Canadian receipts
USA receipts
Transfer of Funds

$

Total receipts and balances

Disbursements

$131,713.77

USA

Administrative
Personnel
Information Services
Rhodesia
Zambia
India
New Delhi
Delhi
Japan
Nicaragua
Navajo Mission
San Francisco
Bronx (Fellowship Chapel)
Montreal Lake Children's Home
Salem (Labish)
Mission Churches
Extension Churches
Urban Ministries
Cristian Service Ministries
Allocation Special '73 Funds

1,065.90
(741.83)
15,713.60
100,676.10
15,000.00

$ 16,403.62
29,631.48
5,733.83
4,345.64
4,000.00
5,633.94
900.00
1,140.00
5,710.00
5,483.16
1,410.00
300.00
750.00

Canada
$

654.47
1,458.77
173.04
5,042.50
2,000.00
500.00

2,500.00

750.00
750.00
4,208.98
15,279.98
3,112.16
6,525.00
1,053.39

Total disbursements

$112,371.18

1,624.99
2,454.96

$17,158.73

BALANCE ON HAND, September 30,1974

$129,529.91
$2,183.86

Analysis of Balance
USA balance
Canada balance

$2,563.09
(379.23)
$2,183.86
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standards. Association with other people in a different
location is bound to deal rather roughly with such an
attitude. My own busyness in doing many necessary
things, for example, seemed ridiculous and only so much
frenzy when placed in the more relaxed and leisured setting
of English life. Unfortunately, and predictably, my good
intentions to retain a sane pace on return to Grantham
have, I confess, largely succumbed to the old familiar
pressures.
Finally, my sabbatical leave brought me into touch with
English religious life and greatly extended my knowledge
of the church in another part of the world. My research has
made me well aware that the nineteenth century was the
most religious period of all in English history. Up to the
latter part of the century, the Methodist revival was still
working itself out in the life of the nation, affecting
political and social institutions, fostering missions at home
and abroad, establishing new congregations and in-

Reflections on a Sabbatical
W H A T DOES a Messiah College professor do when he
obtains a sabbatical leave of absence, and of what value is
such a leave to him and the college? Without claiming to
be a typical member of the Messiah College faculty (a
claim which I suspect my colleagues would be unseemly
quick to deny), perhaps I may be excused for using my
own experience as an answer.
Having been at the college for ten consecutive years, I
was freed from my teaching to spend the second semester
of the last school year in England. Specifically, I had two
goals in mind: first, to study and experience contemporary
English culture at first hand, and second, to continue my
research into nineteenth century English nonconformists
(non-Church of England) groups. With my wife, Leone,
and two daughters, Karen and Donna, I arrived in London
on New Year's Day and remained until August 1.
Research took me mainly to the British Library, located
in the British Museum. Studying contemporary English
life led us all to concerts, museums, art galleries, church
services, political rallies, Speaker's Corner (Hyde Park), a
debate in the House of Commons, and to other similar
aspects of English culture.
That, too briefly, is what I did on my sabbatical leave.
Of what value was it?
First, and certainly not least, the months in England
developed into a good family experience. For perhaps the
first time in our lives, we were successful in breaking away
from the pressures of routine, from the demands of
occupation, from the consequences of my self-imposed
puritan work ethic. This seemed to remove some of the
causes of tension that all families too frequently experience. We were not free to relax, to set our own pace, to
enjoy each other, That, in turn, resulted in our spiritual
growth as much as any family in the brotherhood.
A second value was the breathing space the sabbatical
leave gave me to catch up with the work done in the
general field of my teaching and to get on the cutting-edge
of research on a specific subject. That meant reading some
100 books and laying the ground hopefully for a book containing biographical studies of representative nonconformists.
I admit also to an expansion of views. I and most
Americans live within rather limited cultural and spiritual
horizons. The danger of that position is that we too often
look in on ourselves, and measure our stature by our own

This article was written by Dr. Sider at the request of Paul Hosteller who
serves as page editor of the College Page which appears once a month.
Dr. Sider is Chairman of the History Department, Messiah College.
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E. Morris Sider

vigorating old ones. It was the century of William Wilberforce, David Livingstone, and Charles Spurgeon.
We found something much different in contemporary
English religious life. A large number of the church
buildings constructed in the nineteenth century now
stand vacant, with windows broken, roof leaking, and yard
full of weeds. Many of the congregations which continue
services do so with only small numbers — even in large
buildings we found audiences usually ranging only from
fifteen to thirty or forty people, and most of these were
middle-aged and elderly. By a fairly recent survey, less
than three percent of the population attend church services
of any sort.
The explanation for this state of affairs is not really hard
to find. My own opinion is that the decline in religious life
is in part owing to a lack of warmth in the congregations
and in the worship services (frequently, only the minister
at the door spoke to us, and at other churches the situation
was not much better).
The decline also has something to do, I think, with the
self-sufficient attitude of Englishmen. Possessed of a
culture and institutions that are surely among the finest in
the world, the English have made these their gods.
I suspect also that the decline is a result of the English
concept and practice of respectability. Whereas in the
preceding century people could not be respectable unless
they went to church, such pressures no longer exist. Which
perhaps leads to the conclusion that the English are simply
more honest in their religious practices than Americans.
But here and there are pockets of spiritual vitality. We
found one in a Moravian church located near our apartment. This church has followed up the denomination's
converts in the West Indies as they migrated to London,
and the result is a lively and healthy congregation of black
and white Christians. John Stott's All Souls church in
downtown London is obviously another heartening exception to prevailing conditions. And the little Mennonite
fellowship with which we usually worshipped is setting a
fine example of Christian brotherhood. Indeed, and
perhaps paradoxically, enough fire is being lit that many
people with whom we talked believe a revival is about to
break out in the country.
Altogether, the sabbatical leave of absence was for my
family and me a very rewarding experience. Hopefully the
measure of our spiritual and academic growth will be
reflected in better service to the college and the church.
That, after all, is why the college could afford to grant the
leave in the first place.
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The Home's Threefold Duty
Esther D. Snyder
C H R I S T I A N H O M E S are intended to be places of
creative transmission of faith. Here conscious and unconscious influence can bring a mood to common deeds
which results in spiritual value, thus making the whole
enterprise succeed for the glory of God. Elton Trueblood
declared parenthood to be a holy task where God sends
children to parents not only to replenish the earth but to be
a sacred reminder of something ineffably precious which
we are always in danger of losing. With this consciousness,
the Christian parent believes that God intends him to be
about God's work in his home. He has stewardship
responsibilities there. Children need to be confronted with
Christ's provision for their salvation and then to be
nurtured in the teachings of Christ in a way that is concrete
to their needs.
Changing functions of the family in contemporary
society cause easy abdication of parental roles. The
government gives both protection and security to the unit.
Medics provide health care to a preventive measure.
Industry and business set the economic structure.
Religious instruction has moved to the church; recreation
to the community, and education to the school.
But the Christian home accepts the challenge of these
changes and sees the role of Christian parents as viable,
satisfying and possible. There is a function for the
Christian family today. God wants homes to function for
the stabilization of adults, for the socialization of children,
and to bring an influence that is Christian upon society.
Stable adulthood is made possible because the Bible
ministers to the deepest needs of the individual members of
the family unit. It is made possible through prayers of faith
with the understanding that God in His time and grace will
fulfill needs and His purposes. Seeking direction and
guidance for necessary decision making for each day, as
well as long-range involvements, are based on the promises
" I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way thou shalt
go" (Psalm 32:8), or "I know the plans I have for you, says
the Lord. They are plans of good and not of evil, to give
you a future and a hope" (Jer. 29:11). Sorrow and loss are
faced in the confidence of Romans 8:28, believing that all
that happens to us is working for our good if we love God
and are fitting into His plans. Personal worth is reinforced
by Psalm 139:5 when we realize that God "has kept close
guard before and behind and has spread His hand over
us." The therapy of forgiveness is always there for
Christians. And $o stability is possible.
When adults in the family structure create an atmosphere that causes children to believe that "God knows,
God is here, and that God can do it," they walk into life in
a trusting relationship.
The American society in general is placing the socialization of its children into the hands of peers. Where this once
The author is presently employed by the Capitol Area Intermediate Unit,
a pilot project for gifted children. The unit services school districts in
Cumberland, Dauphin, and Perry Counties, Pennsylvania.
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was part of the adolescent years, it now comes into early
childhood. Children move through the baby sitter, the
nursery school, kindergarten, and into school with a high
degree of parental influence stripped from them. Christian
parents need to realistically face how important it is to
them to place their children into situations where the
greatest amount of Christian influence can be had for
them. Decision making here needs to be done with extreme
sensitivity to God's desire for the family.
Children turn to peers very often because relationships
with adults are toxic. The Christian parent must have
certain basic concepts established and prevailing: first, that
the love anchor is continually existent. It must not be
contingent on how good or how obedient the child is or has
been. Because the parents understand this quality of God's
love, their love for their child possesses a nourishing effect.
Christian parents can confirm how often God's goodness
has led them to repentance and to more love for Him.
Second, stewardship in nurture helps parents encourage
their children to establish goals for themselves. "Train up
a child in the way he should go" is directed to parents to
help them to deal with the child's individuality within the
family group. The child needs to discover his gifts, to
accept them realistically, and to be aware of the options he
has with them.
Third, a good self image is necessary for growth and
development. St. Paul cautioned parents not to correct
their children to the point of discouragment or rebellion.
He also brings balance to that relationship in pointing
children to their need for respect for parental authority.
Making interpersonal relationships in the home a power
struggle negates the Christian witness and influence. It is
devastating to parent and child as well as to the whole
cause of Christ, if the rights of individuals within the
family circle are ignored.
Last, the socialization of the whole child calls for
Christian parents to expose children to "the true, the
lovely, the honest, pure and good report" (Philippians 4:8)
in our secular culture. These experiences bring an opportunity for releasing creativity that, too, needs expression.
The final function of the family examined here may
prove to be the greatest challenge to family resourcefulness—that of being light and salt in society (Matthew 5:1316). In the laboratory of life, children contact peers who
openly and forthrightly espouse conduct that runs counter
to Christian teaching. A great deal of care and concern,
openness and honesty must prevail in the family unit to
support children. They must be instructed in Christian
principles. Most of all they must possess a rationale that
they can internalize and find viable. Much interaction
takes place here. Feelings and attitudes are not ignored.
And most of all, a mature, stable Christian model in the
parent is needed.
Therefore, homes can hope to be the basis of Christian
nurture and growth if an atmosphere conducive to learning and growth exists. An atmosphere of mutual love and
trust is essential. And when this is true, the family brings a
healing effect into the community structure.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Board of Directors • functions in legal matters on
behalf of the General Conference Corporation • have
responsibility of giving general direction to the location
and handling of General Conference • have official
charge of the church's archives.
A youth contribution • express your feeling and
desires in relation to General Conference so that
General Conference will be interesting and profitable.
Questions for youth: Do you favor the biennial conference?

BOARD FOR MISSIONS
The Board for Missions is assigned by General Conference to promote and manage
the church's missionary enterprises overseas and in the homeland. It stimulates and
coordinates Christian service ministries,
and shares with the regional conferences in
church extension.
Future projections • mission activity will be
directed toward "church-planting" ministry
so that the young (new) projects become
equipped as selfpropagating communities
• recruiting and developing people with the
gift for church-planting • recruiting and developing people who can give technical help
in a supportive way — "service" • compassionate ministries wherever the Spirit
demands.
Contributions youth can make • your vision and vitality should help make your
local church a missionary body • see your
local congregation as a training center;
begin "preaching" and "practicing" in your
home, among your friends, and at church •
insist that the church sharpen up its "compassionate" ministries — caring for the old,
the weak, the sad, the lonely, the sick; tithe
your time and energy in such pursuits.
Questions for youth: Do you ever have
feelings of not being "needed"? Do you
think you have something to offer to Christ
and the church that is unrecognized by your
family? Your pastor? Your friends? Are you
aware of people you can help right now?
Are you willing to take special training to
equip yourself for specialized ministries?
Would you accept an apprentice type role
(as Timothy with Paul)? Would you be
willing to serve in Samaria?

PERSONNEL SECRETARY
The Personnel Secretary assists the
nominating committee in its task of providing personnel for the various boards,
c o m m i s s i o n s and c o m m i t t e e s of the
church.
Personnel Secretary's role Involves •
being sensitive to what the boards see as
their task and discovering the kinds of
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people who can contribute the most to accomplishing it • discerning the
feelings, wishes, availability, and effectiveness of those individuals who are
presently serving on boards • searching throughout the brotherhood for
those whose interest and ability would commend them as potential
members of boards • compiling information and lists of individuals that will
help the nominating committee • contacting all persons approved by the
nominating committee to ascertain their availability before recommending
the names to General Conference for confirmation.
Young people who would like to express interest in the administrative
function of a given General Conference or committee or who would want to
indicate their availability for appointment to a board or committee should
write to the Personnel Secretary who will include such names in an
"administrative pool" for future reference.

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
The Board of Christian Education is responsible for providing, promoting,
and advancing an effective program of Christian education for the denomination. One of its basic concerns is helping congregations in their
Christian education programs. Leadership Training, family ministries,
Sunday school curriculum, youth ministries, and Sunday School promotion
are some of the areas in which the Board is working.
Future projections • direct involvement in the preparation and writing of the
Anabaptist Curriculum — The Foundation Series • encourage young
people to participate in voluntary service and other service opportunities
such as Summer Service • continue to promote Leadership Training and
find new ways to help train leaders in congregations • emphasize the need
to strengthen families and help congregations minister to families • prepare
ideas and suggestions for programs for youth groups.
Contributions youth can make • your freshness, vitality, and creativity
make you effective communicators of the faith • become more involved in
the teaching ministry of the church • participate in Summer Service; help
raise money for Summer Service.
Questions for youth: What are your feelings about the Board of Christian
Education? How could the church be more effective in meeting the needs of
young people? What could we do to be of more help to youth groups?
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CHURCH NEWS

from page six
is using to help starving people throughout the world and-was sponsored by the
deacons and pastor, Rev. Maurice Bender.

Atlantic

The Conoy congregation observed
"Elsie Stone Sunday" on Oct. 27 in honor
of her 30 years of faithful Sunday school
teaching. A program was presented in her
behalf. The pastor is Rev. Allon B. Dourte.
The Fellowship Chapel congregation
witnessed three persons being baptized on
Sunday afternoon, Nov. 3, following
evangelistic services conducted by Bishop
Charlie B. Byers. Rev. Alvin J. Book is the
pastor.
The Maytown congregation held a family life conference on Sunday, Oct. 13, with
Dr. and Mrs. Bob Smith. Several of the
subjects used by the Smiths were, "Raising
a Little Cain" and "The Hidden Laws of
Marriage." The pastor is Rev. Earl Herr.
The Mt. Pleasant congregation held its
annual missionary conference on Oct. 23,
26, and 27. Guest speakers were missionaries Earl and Joan Wolgemuth; Carl
and Eleanor Ginder; John and Lucille
Graybill; Earl Musser; Anna R. Engle;
and Mrs. Grace Lady. The pastor is Rev.
Harry Bert.
Allegheny WMPC Retreat

Two hundred and twenty-five ladies considered the topic "My Task, Communicating the Gospel" at the Allegheny Conference Women's Missionary Prayer Circle Retreat, held Oct. 12 at Grantham, Pa.
Featured missionary speakers were Thata
Book, Eleanor Ginder, and Lucille Graybill.
Over $500 was received toward the
current WMPC project of renovation and
electrification at M o n t r e a l Lake
Children's Home in Saskatchewan.
The Women's Missionary Sewing Auxiliary had a display of garments made for
mission areas, and other items made for
sale (proceeds to be given to missions).
In the photo are, from left to right,
Lucille Graybill, furloughing from Japan;
Ruth Slagenweit, regional WMPC president; Martha Long, local hostess; and
Eleanor Ginder, furloughing from
Rhodesia.
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Falrland Presents Mission Pageant

The missionary pageant, "The Story
of the Brethren in Christ in Africa,
originally written for and presented as
part of the 75th Anniversary celebration
at Matopo Mission, August 25, 1973,
was given by a cast of 50 by the Fairland
congregation in the Fairland Church on
Sunday evening October 20 and at the
Elizabethtown Church on November 24.
The script was written by Carolyn
Mann and the pageant committee. The
Fairland production was sponsored by
the Fairland WMPC. The pageant was
directed by Donald Nybeck.
Mrs. Glenn Hess is the president of the
Fairland WMPC. Rev. John R. Yeatts is
the pastor.

Rehearsing for the pageant (left to right) are
Douglas Martin, Anna Hess, Mrs. James
Hess, and Mrs. John Yeatts.
Lebanon Dally News photo

Canadian

The Primary and Junior classes of the
Bridlewood Sunday School presented a
Thanksgiving service during the morning
worship hour on Sunday, Oct. 6. They
brought canned foods to be distributed to
needy folks by the Salvation Army. Rev.
Elwood C. Flewelling is the pastor.
On Sunday, Oct. 13, the Houghton
congregation observed Thanksgiving by
bringing garden produce and canned and
dry goods to be distributed to needy
families in the community. The young
people were in charge of decorating the
church with a harvest theme. The pastor is
Rev. John R. Sider.
The Stayner congregation held a Bible
conference on Oct. 26 and 27 with Elwood
C. Flewelling, E. J. Swalm, and Peter
Dyck as speakers. Rev. Harvey Sider is the
pastor.
Stayner Dedicates
Parsonage

, A commodious parsonage was dedicated
by the Stayner congregation on Sunday,
October 6. Participating in the dedication
service (left to right): David Cober, trustee;
Harvey Sider, pastor; Roy Sider, bishop;
E. J. Swalm, bishop emeritus; and A1
Zutantos, contractor.

Central

The Amherst congregation observed
Children's Day on Sunday, Oct. 20, with
the children presenting a musical, "Sound
of America," in the morning worship
service. Rev. Atlee Hershberger is the
pastor.
The Carland Zion congregation reports
a gain of 75 over the previous year during
the Forward Campaign. The pastor is Eric
Stanton.
The Pomeroy Chapel congregation held
an "Old Fashioned Sunday" on Sunday,
Oct. 27, when a record attendance of 214
was reached. Rev. Johnson Gambrell was
the speaker and special music was given by
the Reapers Quartette. Rev. David P.
Buckwalter is the pastor.
The Valley Chapel congregation held
Rally Day on Sunday, Oct. 20. Jim Kurtz,
gospel magician and ventriloquist, was the
special feature. The pastor is Rev. Ted V.
Burwell.

Midwest

The Abilene congregation has recently
begun a radio broadcast on Sunday mornings. Rev. W. Edward Rickman is the
pastor.
The pastor of the Palm Valley Church,
Rev. Henry Landis, is moving from the
present parsonage. The congregation is
expanding to the extent that they will be
using the present parsonage for additional
Sunday school classes.

Pacific

The Alta Loma congregation celebrated
its twentieth anniversary on Dec. 1. Rev.
Keith Whitford is the pastor.

Evangelical Visitor

Births

Barr: Chad Gregory, born Sept. 8 to
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Barr, Hollowell
congregation, Pa.
Birely: Teresa Ann, bom Oct. 15 to Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Birely, Fairview Avenue
congregation, Pa.
Brechbill: Shawn Edwin, born Oct. 7 to
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Brechbill, New
Guilford congregation, Pa.
Byer: Elaine Janette, born Oct. 16 to
Dr. and Mrs. David Byer, Rochester, Mn.
They are from the Pleasant Hill congregation, Ks.
Demler: Bradley Robert, born Oct. 26
to Mr. and Mrs. Terry Demler, Fairland
congregation, Pa.
Graham: Michael James and Mark
Robert, born Oct. 26 to Mr. and Mrs.
Garnet Graham, Sherkston congregation,
Ont.
Groff: Sarah Lynette, born July 23 to
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Groff, Pleasant Hill
congregation, Ks.
Freed: Leah Sue, born Oct. 5 to Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Freed, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Hartman: Todd Michael, born Oct. 11
to Mr. and Mrs. Earl Hartman, Fairland
congregation, Pa.
Kloetstra: Timothy James, born Oct. 13
to Mr. and Mrs. Jim Kloetstra, Sherkston
congregation, Ont.
Mayhugh: Chrystal Lyn, born Oct. 12 to
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Mayhugh,
Hollowell congregation, Pa.
McFadden: Donald James, born Oct. 15
to Mr. and Mrs. John McFadden, Bridlewood congregation, Ont.
Oberholzer: Michelle Diane, born Oct.
9 to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Oberholzer, Jr.,
Paramount congregation, Md.
Paul: Kenneth David, Jr., born Oct. 4 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Paul, Souderton congregation, Pa.
Shonk: Holly Lynn, born Oct. 7 to Mr.
and Mrs. Glenn Shonk, Manheim congregation, Pa.
Sider: Derek Christopher, born Oct. 23
to Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Sider, Sherkston
congregation, Ont.
Steinbrecher: Andrew, bom Oct. 8 to
Dr. and Mrs. Leroy Steinbrecher, Lancaster congregation, Pa.
Stitzer: Vincent Jay, born Aug. 28 to
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Stitzer, Colyer
congregation, Pa.
Walters: Kevin Charles, born Oct. 28 to
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Walters, Skyline
View congregation, Pa.
Wolgemuth: Jason Daniel, born Oct. 1
to Mr. and Mrs. J. Dallas Wolgemuth,
Cross Roads congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Beach-Edsel: Beverly, daughter of Mrs.
William Edsel, Nanticoke, Ont., and John

December 10, 1974

Beach, Sept. 28 in the Cheapside Church
with Rev. Paul Nigh officiating.
Coulis-McDermott: Janis, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Irvine, and Robert, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Coulis, both of Fort
Erie, Ont., Oct. 12 in the Sherkston
Church with Rev. Robert Rolston
officiating.
Diffendall-Wingert: Sharon, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Blaine Wingert, Elizabethtown, Pa., and Willis Diffendall, Jr.,
Manheim, June 22, in the Grace Brethren
Church with Rev. Terrace Taylor
officiating.
Grant-Jacobs: Dorette May Jacobs and
Paul Douglas Grant, Nov. 9 in the High
Park United Church, Toronto, Ont.
Heise-Niblock: Marilyn, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Niblock, Smith
Falls, Ont., and Doyle, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Heise, Gormley, Ont., Oct.
12 in the Smith Falls Free Methodist
Church with Rev. Lyle officiating.
Huegele-Bantner: Carla, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bantner, and John
Louis, son of Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Huegele, both of Tipp City, Ohio, Oct. 18
in the Phoneton Church with Rev. Elam O.
Dohner officiating.
Keefer-Spangler: Peggy Spangler and
Greg Keefer, Nov. 15 in the Paramount
Church.
Meyer-Faus: Florence Faus, Upland,
Calif., and Arnold Meyer, Chino, Calif.,
Oct. 12 in the Upland Church with Rev.
Elbert Smith and Rev. Glenn Ginder
officiating.
Newcomb-Hykes: N a o m i Jane,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Amos Hykes,
and Lynn Tolland, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Earl Newcomb, Oct. 5 in the Hollowell
Church with Rev. Paul McBeth and Rev.
Kenneth Engle officiating.
Newcomer-Hocker: Julie, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Hocker, Lancaster,
Pa., and Larry, son of Mr. and Mrs. H.
Lester Newcomer, Columbia, Pa., Oct.
19 in the Manor Church with Rev. John B.
Hawbaker officiating.
Rock-Hickok: Michelle, daughter of
M r . and M r s . D o n a l d H i c k o k ,
Waynesboro, Pa., and Gregory, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Rock, Chambersburg, Pa.,
Sept. 14 in the New Guilford Church with
Rev. Maurice Jennings officiating.
Speer-Ousley: Carol Ann Ousley and
DeWayne Speer, Nov. 16 in the Christian
Union Church.
Stepp-Logan: Elouise Marie, daughter
of Mr. John A. Logan, Cory, Pa., and
James Sterling, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bert
E. Stepp, Auburn, In. in the Christian and
Missionary Alliance Church, Spartansburg, Pa., Aug. 10 with Rev. Elam O.
Dohner officiating.
Unruh-Winger: Rosemary, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Winger, Riageway,
Ont., and Ivan, son of Mr. and Mrs. John
Unruh, Elwood, Ont., Oct. 11 in the St.
John's Lutheran Church with Rev. Fred
Haak officiating.

White-Hess: Deborah J., daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. William Hess, Washington
Boro, and Donald L„ son of Mrs. Arlene
White, Millersville, Oct. 19 in the Manor
Church with Rev. John Hawbaker and
Rev. Henry Hostetter officiating.
Whitehead-Bitting: Ruth, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Bitting, and Ray, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Whitehead, both of
New Paris, In., Oct. 12 in the Nappanee
Church with Rev. Ralph Davisson
officiating.
Woehl-Edwards: Debbie, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. James Edwards, and
Thomas, son of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn
Woehl, both of Fort Erie, Ont., Sept. 21 in
the Sherkston Church with Rev. Robert
Rolston officiating.
Young-Turner: Brenda Darlene,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Elton Turner,
Smithville, Tn., and John Thomas, son of
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Young, Sparta, Tn.,
Oct. 5 in the Pomeroy Chapel Church with
Rev. David P. Buckwalter officiating.
Zeager-Lamb: Deborah, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Lamb, and Don, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Zeager, Oct. 19
in the Conoy Church with Rev. John Snow
officiating.

Obituaries

Jenkins: Philip Anthony, infant son of
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred D. Jenkins, Jr.,
Canton, Ohio, died Oct. 16, 1974, two days
after birth. Rev. Ted Burwell officiated at
the graveside service in the Evergreen Park
Cemetery, Babyland.
Karns: Ralph C. Karns, age 59, died
Aug. 20, 1974, in Dayton, Ohio. He is
survived by his wife, Mary Ellen; two sons:
Ralph C., Jr., and Donald E.; a stepdaughter, Charlotte Ann Powell; one
sister; and nine grandchildren. He was a
member of the Phoneton Brethren in
Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the Morris Sons Funeral Home,
Fairborn, with Rev. Elam O. Dohner
officiating. Interment was in the Midway
Cemetery.
Rohling: Rose Ernestine Rohling, age
20, died Oct. 9, 1974, in Miami Valley
Hospital, Dayton, Ohio. She was the
daughter of Ernest and Corrine Rohling
who survive. Also surviving are three
sisters: Mrs. Rachel Marsh, Carolyn, and
Brenda; three brothers: Ronald, Donald,
and Michael; and a grandmother. The
funeral service was held in the TrostelChapman Funeral Home, New Carlisle,
with Rev. Elam O. Dohner and Rev.
Forest Donley officiating. Interment was
in the Maple Hill Cemetery.
Weaver: Mrs. Mareta E. Weaver, born
Dec. 8, 1900, in Dudley, Pa. She was the
daughter of James and Hester Wise Welsh.
On Dec. 24, 1924, she was married to
Gerald L. Weaver, who survives. Also
surviving are two children: Mrs. Eileen
Torpy and Mrs. Doris Kircho:; four grandchildren; and three sisters. The funeral
service was held in the Masood Funeral
Home with Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiating.
Interment was the the Grandview
Cemetery.
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a child is born
T o die?
Wars and rumors of war
shake this child's family and future.
Fragile relationships between Israelis and Arabs
may again fall apart
like a pack of cards.
Years ago
the Christ child,
vulnerable
to the violence and fears of his day,
brought good news to the poor
release to the captives
recovery of sight to the blind
liberty to the oppressed.
His love is the way to reconciliation.
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